Courier-Mail (Brisbane, QIld. : 1933 - 1954), Thursday 8 October 1953, page 8

Priestley’s vision is
entertaining theatre

“"QUMMER Day's Dream” at the Albert Hall
Iast night was J. B. Priestley’s oak-panclled,
thatehed-cottage vision of the future of Britain,

Rrishane Repertory Theatre  ight by Babette Stenphens.
made an entertaining even- rfwr-n one thing al r'l,.a.;t
Ing out of Lhis Iargely-super- fppe pnojieh are  ineurably
ficial and often wordy tie, even when, like Mr
glimpse of the future riestley. they are not poets.

Engiand in 1975 is repre-
wnted as & land de-popul-

ited of evervbody bt
larmer-poets, mvstics, and
‘ural philosophers

Ellis Chesney gives a fine

serformance as A& grand nld

inglishman  presiding  be-
Ugnly  over A  household
blessed in their lack of gad-
ets,

Dazzling

Intruders come (rom the
ruthiess world of “techiin-
rata” nitside: Ronnie O 8ul-
livan as a dazzling Russian

oW maiden, Genffrev
Baker as an Indian scientist
amazed At the backward

English: and Franklyn Evans
in one of his best perform-
ances, as an efficient but in-
nocent American.

Mr. Priestley loads his dice
heavily. The snow maiden
thaws as Fdmund Bourke, as
a haymaker-musician, quotes
Shakespeare at her sonor-
ously

The Indian and the Ameri-
cAn go away and forget the
nasty mission they came on.

The house is left under the
spell of one of Mr Priest-
lev's mnat tiresome charact-
fTS eVer. A serr” A lONE WAY
out of Chekhov plaved by
Bereniee Murray o,

Harold Coterell and Olga

Massey play characters
which are more pleasant to
meet

The plav. wpll-directed |ast
night by Babette Btephens,

National Library of Australia

—Roger Covell,
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